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Attorney Docket No.: 50642/270979 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 DATE: June 10, 2005 

Alexandria VA 22313-1450 

RESPONSE TO ELECTION / RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Sir: 

In response to the April 29, 2005 Office communication, please consider the 
following remarks and provisional election with traverse. In the April 29, 2005 Office 
communication, the Examiner required restriction among the following claim sets: 

I. Claims 1-11: Drawn to a process, classified in class 600, subclass 424. 

II. Claims 12-14: Drawn to an apparatus, classified in class 600, subclass 

424. 

Applicant provisionally elects claims 1-11 with traverse. 
Applicant respectfully submits that the restriction requirement Is erroneous 
and should be withdrawn. There are two criteria for a proper requirement for 
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Application No. 10/084.291 
Amendment Dated June 10, 2005 
Reply to Office Action of April 29, 2005 

restriction between patentably distinct inventions: (1) the inventions must be 
independent or distinct as claimed; and (2) there must be a serious burden on the 
Examiner if restriction is required. MPEP § 803. 

According to MPEP § 803, the Examiner must examine an entire application 
on the merits, including claims to distinct or independent inventions, so long as the 
search and examination of the entire applications can be made without serious 
burden. With respect to the restriction among the claims pending in the present 
application, Applicant respectfully submits that the Examiner has failed to establish 
any undue burden placed upon the PTO by the presence of all of the claims in the 
same application. A search of one Invention would likely produce art related to the 
other inventions. Indeed, claims 1-11 and claims 12-14 are both classified in the 
same class and subclass. Applicant respectfully submits that examination of the 
claims of the entire application will not impose an undue burden. 

CONCLUSION 

In light of the provisional election with traverse, the undersigned is of the 
opinion that this application is in a condition for allowance and respectfully requests 
the same. 

A request for a one-month extension of time accompanies this response as 
well as a form PTO-2038 Credit Card Payment Form. No other fees are believed 
due at this time. To the extent that belief is incorrect, the Commissioner is 
authorized to charge any additional fees that may be due for this Response to 
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